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Start with the geekiness.

Eq Val/pupil



It’s a math problem!

20    x 2 = 40

 4 x    2     =   8



Representative Equalized Valuations per Pupil
(FY 2016-17)

State Average  $983,646/pupil
        (Median $912,446/pupil)

Berlin   $282,760       (1114 students)
Concord   $840,003
Claremont   $412,059       (1714 students)
Franklin   $504,758       (1149 students)
Haverhill Coop   $555,334       (603 students)
Moultonborough $6,267,340       (474 students)
Piermont $1,034,395
Portsmouth               $2,610,019       (2189 students)
Rye $3,576,773
Warren   $605,358
Winchester   $391,535        (591 students) Wolfeboro

$2,761,917        (745 students)



Local and State Equalized 
Educ. Tax Rates   (FY 2016-17)

State Average $12.90/1000     $2.580/$200,000
(Median $14.88/1000)

Berlin $20.78/1000     $4,156/$200,000* 

Claremont $24.47/1000       $4,894/$200,000**

Franklin $8.32/1000+       $1,664/$200,000***

Haverhill Coop $21.24/1000 $4,248/200,000

Moultonborough $4.33/1000          $866/$200,000

Portsmouth $6.54/1000 $1,308/$200,000

Overall (Muni., Local Ed. & State Ed.):
*48.49; **$41.89; ***Franklin has a cap



Fall Mountain Co-op 

Eq Val/Pupil    Ed. Tax Rate
Acworth  $1,111,171 $12.74
Alstead    $704,534 $17.41
Charlestown    $427,325             $23.46
Langdon    $769,932             $21.35
Walpole    $996,298 $14.20

Haverhill Coop
Benton NOT REPORTED
Haverhill Coop  $555, 334 $21.24
Piermont    $1,034,395 $15.79
Warren      $605,358 $20.36



ConVal Co-op 
Eq Val/Pupil and Tax Rates

Eq Val/Pupil Ed. Tax Rate
Antrim $694,523 $14.03
Bennington $563,646 $16.64
Dublin            $1,401,015 $18.40
Francestown  $1,063,161$16.49
Greenfield    $800,745 $15.78
Hancock          $1,528,395 $16.34
Peterb.     $902,106 $17.43
Sharon            $1,212,909 $14.10
Temple $1,023,680 $17.53



If Freedom and Berlin were to raise the same 
amount per pupil for their schools, Berlin’s 
school tax rate would have to be15 times 
higher than that of Freedom.
 
Freedom raises $32,716 per pupil with only a 
$6.61 equalized school tax rate while Berlin 
raises only $5,923 per pupil with an 
equalized school tax rate of $18.82. Berlin’s 
tax rate is 2.8x Freedom’s.

Difference per child:  $348,000 (13 yrs).
Diff. per class of 20:  $6,968,000 (13 yrs).

Implications--child’s school career and over 
the school career of a typical class.



Implications--continued

To raise the same amount as Freedom:
Haverhill would have to impose 8.7 times the 
tax rate as Freedom’s.  Freedom raises 
$32,716 per child with a tax rate of $6.61.  
Haverhill raises $12,488 from the local 
property tax per child with a tax rate of 
$21.90.  

          Diff./Child x 13       Diff./Class of 20 x. 13
Haverhill      $260,000     $5,200,000



Litigation Timeline

Laconia 
School Case 

1971

Jesseman Case 
1984-86 

resulting in 
Augenblick 

formula

Claremont 
I-1993

Claremont 
II-1997



Standard for All Students:  Competitors in the 
Marketplace of Ideas

Claremont Sch. Distr. V. Gov., 138 NH 183 (1993) 
(Recognized right to constitutionally adequate education.) 

(Claremont I)

“We do not construe the terms ‘shall be the duty ... to 
cherish’ in our constitution as merely a statement of 
aspiration. The language commands, in no uncertain 
terms, that the State provide an education to all its 
citizens and that it support all public schools. 
Decisions of this court are consistent with this 
conclusion.”

138 N.H. at 187.





School Tax is Unjust
Claremont School Distr. V. Gov., 142 N.H. 462, 
703 A.2d 1353 (1997) (Claremont II) (4-1).

“…the present system of financing elementary and secondary 
public education in New Hampshire is unconstitutional. To hold 
otherwise would be to effectively conclude that it is reasonable, in 
discharging a State obligation, to tax property owners in one town 
or city as much as four times the amount taxed to others similarly 
situated in other towns or cities…precisely the kind of taxation and 
fiscal mischief from which the framers…took strong steps to 
protect our citizens.” 142 N.H. at 465.

-------------
“According to the State, ‘property taxation is a stable and 
expan[dable] source of revenue which allows the citizens of New 
Hampshire to decide how to organize and operate their schools in a 
manner which best meets the needs of their children.’” 142 N.H. at 
468.







Adequacy Aid

For FY2018 and FY2019—

Base per Pupil Rate is $3,636.06/pupil 



SWEPT
(designed to fail)

StateWide Education Property Tax: 
Target:  $363 million 
Municipalities collect the SWEPT and 
send the total amounts collected directly to 
their own school districts. The SWEPT 
money is never transferred to the state. 
The SWEPT does not reduce disparities 
among school districts.  Mean SWEPT tax 
rate is $2.17 for 2016-17.
 



Stabilization Grants
(a lifeline being withdrawn)

Stabilization Grant: 
• Enacted for FY2012 to replace Disparity 

Aid calculation
• Removed $160 million from Adequacy 

Aid
• Stabilization reduced at the rate of 4% 

per year since FY2017.  For FY2019, the 
stabilization grant will be 88% of the 2012 
amount

• Berlin loses $219,824/year    
***In Berlin, it takes $0.55 to make up 
for this loss each year.***



District Annual Loss (4%) Tax Rate Increase

Benton     $2,391 $0.09
Berlin $220,000 $0.55
Concord   $71,765 $0.02
Claremont $251,312 $0.36
Franklin  $161,400 $0.29
Haverhill**    $84,391 $0.24
Piermont      $5,764           $0.06
Warren     $16,880 $0.20

 *Times 22 more years.
** School District, not Coop.

Stabilization Losses



NH School Funding by Source

2016-17 Data
Total revenues of school districts:  $3.096 B (not 
including bonds)

SWEPT--$363 million
Local Property Taxes--$1.860 billion
Total of the two prop. Taxes--$2.223 billion  
(71.8% of total revenue)

State Aid Funds--$644 million (20.8% of total)
Federal Aid Funds--$174 million  (5.6% of total 
revenue)
Other--$55 million  (1.8% of total)



Building Aid
(doesn’t exist any longer--was once an 

incentive for districts to combine)

$54,353,188.20-distributed in 2008-09



Other aspects of school funding



Funding of Charter Schools

Adequacy Aid per Pupil Stipend                $3600/pupil
Charter Stipend*       $3000/pupil

Assuming:  180,000 school children---Cost for 3% 
transferring to charters:

5400 x $3600 =  $19.44 million
5400 x $3000 =  $16.2 million

  $35.64 million

*Plus the “sending district” maintains the 
responsibility to pay the Special Education costs or 
provide the Special Ed. services.



FY2017
Total Oper. Revs. $304,221,428
Total Expenses $228,167,737

Distr to Education  $76,119,818  

That’s just over $76 million contributed last FY.  Total 
spending on education in NH was $3.1 billion, meaning 
NHLottery accounts for 2.5% of school funding.





Now available at:  

schoolfunding.info 



Questions?




